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who had ventured their lives in rescuing her out of the
power of some, whose former treatment she had little
reason to be fond of, to put an endl to the progress she had
made towards a peace, and dissolve her Parliament; or, on
the other side, by removing one person from so great a
trust, to get clear of all her difficulties at once : Her Majesty
therefore determined upon the latter, as the shorter and
safer course; and during the recess at Christmas, sent the
Duke a letter, to tell him she had no farther occasion for
his service.2

There hath not perhaps in the present age been a clearer
instance to shew the instability of greatness which is not
founded upon virtue; and it may be an instruction to
princes, who are well in the hearts of their people, that the
overgrown power of any particular person, although sup-
ported by exorbitant wealth, can by a little resolution be
reduced in a moment, without any dangerous consequences.
This lord, who was, beyond all comparison, the greatest
subject in Christendom, found his power, credit, and in-
fluence, crumble away on a sudden; and, except a few
friends or followers, by inclination, the rest dropped off in
course. From directing in some manner the affairs of
Europe, he descended to be a member of a faction, and
with little distinction even there: that virtue of subduing
his resentments, for which he was so famed when he had
little or no occasion to exert it, having now wholly forsaken
him when he stood most in need of its assistance ; and upon
trial was found unable to bear a reverse of fortune, giving
way to rage, impatience, envy, and discontent.

1  P. Fitzgerald says "to complete."    [W. S. J.]

2  See the Duchess of Marlborough's narrative of this transaction in
the "Account of her Conduct," etc., pp. 264-269, where his Grace's
letter to the Queen, on his dismission from her service, is printed.   [N.]
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